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The Ontario government is investing
$262.,500 through the Critical Minerals
Innovation Fund to support new lithium-
processing research led by Rock Tech
Lithium in Northwestern Ontario.

The project will examine whether crude

THUNDER BAY BUSINESS AUGUST 2026

Ontario Investing $262,500 to Advance Lithium Processing
in Northwestern Ontarlo

tall oil, a byproduct of Ontario’s pulp and
paper industry, can be used as a more
affordable and lower-emission input during
lithium processing.

Working with Thunder Bay Pulp and
Paper, Rock Tech Lithium will test the

Sign up today!
Call Business Sales 807-623-8800
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forestry-derived material as a flotation
reagent used to separate lithium-bearing
minerals from surrounding rock.

“As we face a common threat from China,
Premier Ford launched Fortress North
America, designed to strengthen the
resilience of Ontario’s mineral sector while
we work to advance domestic mining proj-
ects,” said Stephen Lecce, Minister of
Energy and Mines. “To secure the
resources essential for advanced manufac-
turing, energy security and national
defence, Ontario is stepping up by invest-
ing $262,500 in Rock Tech Lithium as part
of our plan to build mines faster and invest
in made-in-Ontario innovation.”

If successfully validated, the technology
could help reduce processing costs and
emissions while decreasing reliance on for-
eign or conventional processing materials.
It could also create a new use for a product
generated by Ontario’s forest sector.
“Northwestern Ontario has the natural
resources, skilled workers and industrial
experience needed to play a leading role in
Ontario’s critical minerals future,” said
Kevin Holland, MPP for Thunder
Bay—Atikokan and Associate Minister of
Forestry and Forest Products. “As
Associate Minister, I am pleased to see this
investment bring our mining and forestry
sectors together by exploring a new use for
a forestry byproduct in lithium processing.
This made-in-Ontario innovation could
create new opportunities for our forest
sector, strengthen our domestic critical
minerals supply chain and support good

nd long-term economic growth
across Northern Ontario.”
The initiative supports Ontario’s plan to
build a more secure and self-reliant critical
minerals supply chain. It will help advance
the province’s goal of having more Ontario
minerals processed and refined within the
province by Ontario workers.

We’re proud to have the continued support
of the Government of Ontario through this
latest intake of the Critical Minerals
Innovation Fund,” said Mirco
Wojnarowicz, CEO of Rock Tech Lithium.
“The future of critical minerals competi-
tiveness will be driven not only by what
we mine, but by how we process and inno-
vate. This project brings together Ontario’s
strengths in critical minerals, forestry and
research to evaluate a practical solution
that could reduce emissions, strengthen
project economics and create new oppor-
tunities for domestic industry.”

The project also supports Rock Tech
Lithium’s broader plans in Northwestern
Ontario, including the Georgia Lake
Lithium Project and the proposed Red
Rock Lithium Converter.

Since its launch in 2022, the Critical
Minerals Innovation Fund has supported
the development and commercialization of
new technologies across Ontario’s mining
and minerals sector. These projects are
helping strengthen domestic processing
capacity, improve competitiveness and
create new opportunities for Ontario busi-
nesses and workers.
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Publisher’s
Note
Scott

Sumner

A long time ago, a female business owner
in Thunder Bay, who has a very famous
brother in the music business located in
California, told me you should say whatev-
er you want in your publisher’s note
because it's your vehicle to get your
thoughts out there to people.

I think that always resonated with me and
today not only can I put my thoughts out to
people that live in Thunder Bay and the
immediate vicinity, but I can place them up
for the world to see. Our publication is on
the internet, social media and the Press
Reader platform. Press Reader is a world
class platform of hundreds and hundreds of
publications that is based in Vancouver. I'm
happy to deal with a Canadian company.

Each day when we wake up in Canada
today it seems we get something new
which can be pretty challenging! We've
lived in a smoke filled environment for
over a week now which that thankfully
seems to have cleared a bit today as I write
this. This week you looked out of your win-
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Our Changing Environment:
Smoke and Tariffs!

dows or you're on your deck and it's like

bright sunshine, but you can't see the sun

because it's smokey. It's almost like an an

apocalypse now environment and makes

you really wonder. I do feel for those that
r

have had so much loss because of the fires
we had been experiencing in Northwestern
Ontario, some who have lost everything. It's
definitely challenging.

We have the smoke and fire conditions in
Northwestern Ontario and it can migrate to
places as far away as Toronto and into the
US to places like New York City. It's sort of
very discouraging that you get those in
leadership positions in the US, tell us that
we better get our smoke under control or
they're going to tariff us or make us pay.
So many wild statements from people in
positions of power that we've never really
experienced before, at least in my lifetime.
Normally they would have offered to help
us if they could.

Also out of the blue the US government
have just announced that they will tariff
Canada 50% on a long list of items in about
a months time. This is on top of all the tar-
iffs Canada has been living with on wood
products, which is very important economy
in Northwestern Ontario, on steel and alu-
minum in Ontario and Quebec, and on the
car industry. This has basically made major
automobile companies have to totally re-
organize their approach to make sure that
their vehicles are not achieving tariffs and
even then that's not possible in its entirety.
I know when I got a new truck recently it

was made in Mexico. Major automobile
companies have lost billions of dollars
through these tariffs as have others in these
distinctly affected areas. Overall I think the
tariffs have cost Canada bllhons'

I guess the hope is that as time goes on
things will change, say because of political
elections, which are happening in the US in
November. I think things could also change
because people finally have had enough,
and they want to place their economy on a
more traditional, solid footing than the
chaos that we have at the present time.

What can you do as a person, as a business
owner? I guess you just have to go along as
best you can, work with what you can and
see what happens because we don't really
control these major events. We don't control
how the US treats Canada or how the world
economy will react.

However we can control our own actions
and I like the concept of spending your
money and your time in Canada not in
other places. Supporting Canada and seeing
what Canada has to offer, buying things that
are made in Canada has made a major
impact on our fortunes here I think and as
time goes on, I think there's no doubt that
Canada is going to win.

Remember, we have the second largest land
mass in the world. We have tremendous
resources that the world needs in many
areas, such as energy, food and water.
Perhaps most of all, we have a tremendous
educated population that can help Canada
pivot to improve even more as the months
and years go on!

Lise Vaugeois

MPP, Thunder Bay—Superior North
Your Voice in the North!

@© 807-345-3647

ko

LVaugeois-CO@NDP.on.ca
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Thunder Bay’s Booky Outpaces Big Tech with
Fully Integrated Al Platform

Built by Thunder Bay developers, Booky
is an all-in-one business management plat-
form for appointment-based businesses. It
wasn’t born in Silicon Valley or created as
a tech experiment, but inspired by every
day business challenges. The platform was

In a world full of AI hype, a Northwestern
Ontario tech company is stepping ahead of
the curve when it comes to appointment
booking software.

*ONTARIO BUILT. CANADIAN DRIVEN.

$o DOWN PAYMENT

+ $J000 HONDA BONUS!
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Hybrid Vehicle'
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AWD
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Hybrid Powertrain Safety Technologies AWD with 12 speakers & Android Auto™
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Available

“MADE WITH DOMESTIC & IMPORTED PARTS.

BUILD & PRICE online at www.goremotors.com

(807) 345-0902

361 MEMORIAL AVENUE
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO

@) ~—

MOTORS

HONDA

The Rowan Tree Collective, a local organi-
zation creating meaningful employment
opportunities for young adults with excep-
tionalities. As the system evolved, it
became clear the operational challenges it
addressed, weren’t unique.

“All businesses face the same headaches,
like managing staff, booking appointments,
tracking payments, juggling inventory,

G el
originally developed to support the team at

even plckmg up the phone. We built some-'j
thing to solve that,” says Paul Gibson,
Founder of Booky.

Local salon Trenz became the testing
ground. Frustrated with an outdated system
and looking for a better solution, the team
at Trenz worked alongside Booky’s devel-
opers to build and refine the platform in
real time.

Continued

(807) 623 - 6702 | kevinhollandmpp.ca




Thunder Bay’s Booky Outpaces Big Tech with

Fully Integrated Al Platform

Continued

“We’ve been in business for over 25 years
and balancing creativity with the demands of
being a salon owner is always a challenge.
It’s important for us to create a great cus-
tomer experience, and not be pulled a way
for the backend needs like appointments,
scheduling, reports, payroll,” explains
Carmen Minnella, Trenz Owner. “Booky has
helped us spend more time with our cus-
tomers. Now Esme handles all of the book-
ings and I get to spend more time with my
customers. It’s way more efficient.”

“Trenz was our guinea pig,” says Gibson.
“We built it and tested it together. Every
tweak came from real world use.”

The result was a platform that combines
scheduling, integrated payments, inventory
management, staff scheduling, product sales,
mobile management, and automated
reminders without the long-term contracts.

At the heart of it all is Esme, an Al answer-
ing service that doesn’t just chat, she books.
“When we went live with Esme, the call was
over in 20 seconds,” says Gibson. “It’s faster
to book with Esme than any other way. She
already knows who you are. It’s even quick-

er than going online.”

“If a client is in the car calling between
errands, Esme answers. If staff are mid-serv-
ice with a client, Esme answers. If three peo-
ple call at once, she handles them simultane-
ously. No missed calls, hold music, or voice-
mail, which means no missed opportunity
for that business,” says Gibson.

While Al answering services are becoming
more common, most operate outside a com-
pany’s internal systems, Esme is different.
Unlike other AI bots that simply respond to
specific questions, Esme takes action, book-
ing appointments directly into the business’
live system.

Businesses that use Booky train Esme by
giving her detailed information about their
services, team roles, and client preferences.
Because she’s directly integrated into
Booky’s backend system, she learns and
understands availability, history, and context.

While many tools can respond to inquiries,
very few are built to take meaningful action
within a business’s live operating system.
Booky’s Al is embedded directly into the
platform, enabling it to book appointments,

THRIFD

Get A Quote Today:
807.622.1919

Roofing = Soffit mFascia mEavestroughing Siding =
Snowplowing/Removal ® Sanding

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM at:
800 Norah Crescent Thunder Bay Ontario

triadcontracting@shaw.ca | triadcontracting.com f [§

process transactions, and interact with real-
time availability and customer data.

“It’s a game changer, and we’re just getting
started,” continued Gibson. “Al is every-
where, and I think a lot of people are strug-
gling with what it can do for their business.
Booky solves that problem as well.”

Booky is now rolling out to appointment-
based businesses across the region like
salons, spas, gyms, automotive services,
clinics, and service providers. “At the end of
the day, technology shouldn’t be complicat-
ed. It should let business owners get back to
what they actually love doing.”

Come and golf with us this summer:

+ 18-hole course framed
within lush boreal forest
& the Kaministiquia River

—_—

Allskill levels

- Take part in tournaments
+ Enjoy the restaurant &
golf shop, on-site

GOLF

cCLUB

A Tom McBroom Designed Championship Golf Course

224 Hwy. 130, Thunder Bay, Ontario
whitewatergolf.com « 866-746-5399 - 807-475-4653

Designed to Ignite Your Passion for Golf!
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A new pathway will support occupational
therapy, physiotherapy, and speech-lan-
guage pathology students with placements,
housing, and relocation support in Northern

Ontario.

McMaster University’s School of
Rehabilitation Science and NOSM

THUNDER BAY BUSINESS AUGUST 2026

NOSM University and McMaster to strengthen
rehabilitation care in the North

The Northern Practice Pathway builds on a
long-standing partnership between the two
universities and responds to ongoing short-

University are launching a new pathway
that will help rehabilitation sciences stu-
dents from Northern Ontario train closer to
home and build careers in the region.
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ages in rehabilitation services across
Northern Ontario. The pathway will support
students in occupational therapy, physio-
therapy, and speech-language pathology
through clinical placements in the North,
housing during placements, and relocation
support.

For many learners, clinical placements are
where careers are rooted. By making it easi-
er for students from Northern Ontario to
complete placements in the North, the path-
way is intended to strengthen the connec-
tion between education, local practice, and
long-term recruitment.

“When learners are supported to train in
Northern communities, they gain first-hand
experience with the unique strengths,

Everything = é‘;
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3 launch
© your new
website this
summer!
l.

o e ; Y

o~

= Web Hosting

< Graphics & Design

@ Accessibility Compliance
</> Custom Development
+ Located in Thunder Bay

43 + Really Great Support!

&Sencia

do more, worry less

CJsencia.ca ,J 807.768.6603

health-care needs, and realities of practicing
in the region. Those experiences shape the
health professionals they become and
strengthen the connections that encourage
them to build their careers in Northern
Ontario,” says Dr. Céline Lariviere, Provost
and Vice-President, Academic at NOSM
University. “This partnership reflects the
power of long-term collaboration to
improve access to care across Northern
Ontario.”

“Northern Ontario has a high rate of job
vacancies in rehabilitation sciences,” says
Dr. Mike Ravenek, Director, Health
Sciences and Program Development at
NOSM University. "The Northern Practice
Pathway will help NOSM University effec-
tively serve learners and communities as we
work to respond to the unique health chal-
lenges and evolving needs of the region."

Support is provided through existing fund-
ing from the Ontario Ministry of Health.
Students selected for the pathway will com-
plete most of their clinical placements in
Northern Ontario. They will also receive
support for travel and relocation costs,
secured accommodations for the duration of
their northern clinical rotations, and dedi-
cated educational opportunities that focus
on the understanding of Indigenous and
Francophone health and responsive care.

“The Northern Practice Pathway is a practi-
cal response to rehabilitation needs across
the region,” says Dr. Sarah Wojkowski,
Vice-Dean, Health Sciences and Executive
Director, School of Rehabilitation Science
at McMaster University. “By using existing
provincial support in a focused way, we can
reduce some of the barriers students face
and help them build the relationships, skills,
and confidence to practice in the North
after graduation.”

Each year, the pathway will be available to
up to six occupational therapy students, six
physiotherapy students, and two speech-lan-
guage pathology students. Prospective stu-
dents can learn more about the pathway on
the McMaster School of Rehabilitation
Science website.
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Westfort Street Fair Returns August 15th with New
Attractions and a Full Day of Family Fun

tions people have come to love. /

One of Thunder Bay’s most anticipated

summer traditions is back with exciting Among the newest additions is a Kids’
new attractions, live entertainment and Watermelon Eating Contest, giving young
plenty of reasons to spend the day in participants the chance to compete in a
Westfort Village. fun-filled summer challenge. Families can

also enjoy the ever-popular Tbaytel Kids
The Annual Westfort Street Fair, proudly ~ Zone, offering activities and entertainment
presented by Janzen Pharmacy, takes place  throughout the day.
on Saturday, Aug. 15, transforming
Frederica St and the surrounding business Music lovers will notice a completely

district into a lively destination featuring refreshed entertainment lineup, with all-
more than 100 vendors, local businesses, new live bands performing throughout the
family activities, entertainment and food. event. Returning to the Street Fair is crowd

favourite Mackinley’s Magic Show, bring-
Each year, thousands of visitors make their  ing interactive performances that are sure
way to Westfort to experience the unique to entertain audiences of all ages.

Lakehead Beer Company while enjoy-  the legendary Heartbeat Hot Peppr Eting

atmosphere that combines small-town igg music frorp a live DJ , creating a Contest is back with a new twist, adding
charm with one of Northwestern Ontario’s ~ The popular Open Minds Interiors & The v1br'ant gathering space in the heart of the an faxtra level of entertalr}ment for com-
largest community festivals. Organizers Landing Lounge also returns with a new festival. petitors and spectators alike.

g y g g g
say this year’s event offers several fresh look and feel. Visitors can relax with bev- . . . .
experiences while building on the tradi- erages from Dawson Trail Craft Brewery For those looking for a little excitement, Continued

ADVANCE  '30CoresSteatW

CON TRA(Q'ZZQIYQ (807) 626-2252
. advance@tbaytel.net

' tfort Village! See you at the fair!
EST. SIGN co. 1983 Thank you for supporting Westfo g y

Property Management Company

104 E. FREDERICA ST.

MIDWAY ALIGNMENT ‘ Proud to be
Repairs & Auto Parts A e

Specialistsin: Communi
Owner . Safety Inspections + 4Wheel Alignments + Brakes e = ty
Allan Germain Tire Repairs + Balancing + Suspension « Shocks « Exhausts

255 West Gore Street  807-577-3777 or 807-475-8357

Thank you to our loyal customers for supporting the Westfort Street Fair!

142 Frederica St W
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Westfort Street Fair Returns August 15th with New
Attractions and a Full Day of Family Fun

PHARMACY

Continued p———
Local businesses will also be taking part - =

Beyond the scheduled events, visitors in the celebration with sidewalk dis- e B8

can browse more than 100 artisan, plays, exclusive promotions and special

maker, retail and food vendors, sample a  offers designed to welcome the thou-

wide variety of festival favourites and sands of visitors expected throughout the

discover what makes Westfort Village day.

one of Thunder Bay’s most unique shop-

ping districts. “The Street Fair continues to evolve

PROUD TO BE PART OF THE WESTFORT COMMUNITY

IMMVY’S Ph.(807) 475-7466

CONTACT US TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

" OilGARD iz

anti - rust P3R4

Miscellaneous Metals e Structural Steel while staying true to what makes it sp— ment, food and community spirit that
cial,” said organizers with the Westfort have made the Westfort Street Fair a
1 Village Association. “It’s an opportunity ~ summer tradition for more than four
to celebrate local businesses, showcase decades.
® — talented vendors and entertainers, and
pAY@ r 0 R D bring the entire community together for =~ The Westfort Street Fair takes place
STEEL I N C one incredible summer day.” Saturday, Aug. 15, in the heart of
. Westfort Village.
THUNDER BAY, ON- Admission is free, and everyone is invit-

i . ] i o ) ed to experience the shopping, entertain-
Certified to Fabricate: Steel, Stainless and Aluminium e Steel Fabrication & Erection

Arc Welding e Bridges & Conveyors ® Blast Cleaning & Painting

Proud to be part of the
Westfort community!

Thovike you, Thunder Bay!
Proud to be part of the Westfort community. LOCAL, FRESH & DOUGH-LICIOUS!

310 West Gore St. Phone: 807-577-8455 Visit us at 1500 James St South
Thunder Bay, ON P7E 3R7 Fax: 807-475-9330 (807) 473-4664 * doughbagelco@gmail.com

www.payfordsteel.com DOUGH BAGE L COO (£ Xl
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The Westfort Street Fair Returns August 15th!

\w FAMILY .
" //Q! \‘
5 |
« ESTFORT O
4 mnl;mv‘i\

AL[5ASKET]

A bit of history about Westfort.

Westfort Village is a self-contained
shopping district and in fact, many
Thunder Bay residents will travel
across the city to shop in the unique
stores and shops. It is one of the oldest
and most famous corners of Thunder
Bay.

The community of Westfort, grew up
around river traffic and the railway,
home for working families. Early busi-
ness owners established their own busy
downtown area, complete with cloth-
ing stores, banks, restaurants, hotels,
professional offices, pharmacy and
food store.

Historic Westfort Village...

This historic village in Thunder Bay
was once the focal point of a commu-

lewkelewkeajothingse
alewkelothing

nity that worked at the local grain ele-
vators, factories and in the rail yard.
Its proximity to the Kaministiqua
River made it an ideal location for the
docking of the smaller ships of the
time.

There is still extensive evidence of the
areas past. Now a unique antique and
collectible shopping opportunity, this
community of specialty shops makes
an enjoyable destination for Thunder
Bay visitors.

The fort was first settled in 1860. The
Fort William Town Plot were surveyed
in 1859-60 by the Province of

ROB’S

AUTOMOTIVE

Proud to
be part of our
Westfort community.

THANK YOU,
WESTFORT STREET FAIR!

ROB MESERVIER

Class ‘A’ Mechanic

General Automotive Repairs
ALL MAKES & MODELS

1-276 Gore Street W
Thunder Bay, Ontario
P7E 3R4

Tel: (807) 475-4843
If busy: (807) 475-9799
Celi: (807) 476-4843

Canada's Department of Crown Lands
and opened to settlement.
Continued

807-577-9699
2717 Gore Street W

Visit our website
for more on our
products & services:

infinitymetalfab.com
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The Westfort Street Fair Returns August 15th'

Continued struction of the railway began in June
1875, Fort William began to grow, but
Once the Fort William Town Plot very slowly. It would take the federal
(later known as West Fort) was select-  Department of Public Works, and later
ed as the eastern terminus for the the Department of Railways and
Canadian Pacific Railway, and con- Canals, seven years 1875-1882 to build

the Thunder Bay Branch from Fort Continued
William to Winnipeg.

THUNDER BAY'S CHOICE FOR AUTO + A WESTFORT STAPLE

SINCE 09

YOU for
SUPPORTING
WESTFORT

OIL CHANGE - WHEEL ALIGNMENT - ENGINE LIGHT
BATTERY SERVICES - BRAKE SERVICE - EXHAUST SYSTEMS

See you AUGUST 15th at the biggest party of the year! TIRE ROTATION - SUSPENSION SYSTEMS

Ul Bi@ile] IFRliey s SHEniaiie Siees A 1(807) 623-6913 « 195 Frederica St East « Thunder Bay, ON
Eat, Drink, & Enjoy Westfort to it’s fullest! GRADNERSGARAGE.CA
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Continued

By 1883-84 it was clear to all but the
residents of Port Arthur that the
Montreal-based Canadian Pacific
Railway syndicate, in collaboration
with the Hudson's Bay Company, pre-
ferred the low lying lands along the
lower Kaministiquia River to the rocky
shores of Port Arthur, and the
Company subsequently consolidated
all its operations there, erecting rail
yards, coal handling facilities, grain
elevators and a machine shop. Library
services for Fort William began in
1885 when CPR employees opened a
bath, smoking and literary room, with
a library attached in the Round House,
T TR ]

B¢ =/
West Fort William. Fees were $1.25
per year for CPR employees; outsiders
were required to pay $1.25 for use of
the tub. The Mary J. L. Black Library,
151 West Brock Street, opened in
1938. Mary J. L. Black was the librari-
an of the Fort William Library from
1909-1937.

She was one of Canada's leading
librarians in her day and was the first
woman president of the Ontario
Library Association. It seems appropri-

2026 Annual Westfort Street Fair! -

AAAAAAAAA =, PUBISHING |

gust 1

' : £ 59 o
very long time, maybe it is time for
you to venture out to the 2026 Westfort

Street Fair.

ate that the Westfort Branch was
named in Miss Black's honour.

Many families enjoy taking their chil-
dren out to this well, established, annu-
al event. This an annual family event
and never fails to provide a great time.
If you haven’t seen certain people in a

Thank you for coming out.

TATTOO & ARTISTRY

112 Frederica St. East
MetsaTattoo@hotmail.com

EXCLUSIVELY ON AUGUST 15TH
@ THE WESTFORT STREET FAIR.

METSATATTOO.COM

SPECIALIZING IN:
FINELINE | NEOTRAD | ILLUSTRATIVE TATTOOS

.B. EVANS

FASHIONS 6 FOOTWEAR
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See you at the fair!

THANKYOU FOR
SUPPORTING THE

44™ ANNUAL
WESTFORT STREET FAIR!
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Westfort §( Family
DENTAL

Comprehensive - General
Aesthetic - Dentistry

A great smile is just a phone call away:

807-623-3970

124 Frederica Street East

YOUR FOUNDATION FOR LIFELONG SMILES

ALL-TECH SYSTEMS INC.

310 West Frederica St. Thunder Bay, ON
Office: 807-628-0647

www.alltechsystems.ca
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The Westfort Street Fair Returns August 15th!

A
westfeort
FOODS
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< T AUG 15, 12PM on the
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HOT SAUCE
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$1 HOT DOG

BBQ

PROUD TO SERVE
e THE WESTFORT
1501 Brown Street COMMUNITY!
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2026 Annual Westfort Street Fair!

-August Feature Presented by:

The Westfort Street Fair Returns August 15th!

every other year, vendors will offer great
food of different cultural cuisine, that is
said to satisfy any appetite. Patrons casual-
ly sauntered up and down the avenue,
meeting friends, being entertained by
great, live, local musicians and that just
makes the fair that much more, lively and
happy. Everyone is in great spirits during
the event and it seems that no one wants it
to end!

BY SCOTT A. SUMNER
Thunder Bay BUSINESS

For me it is always fun to see so many
people out on a nice day enjoying them-
selves and seeing everything the Westfort
Village Association has to offer. This is a
very unique area for Thunder Bay and a
great place to support local entrepreneurs!

The Westfort Village Association present
a day of great fun for the entire family and
visitors alike! Frederica Street is closed
each year for the event when local vendors
set up for the days event. This year, like

Every vendor had sidewalk sales, show-
casing different merchant wares that are
special and interesting and also items that
you just can’t find just anywhere else.

Be sure to attend the Westfort Street Fair
August 15th!

Come visd Ue Weslort Streel 7air/

Proud to be a part of
the Westfort Commmunity.

SHOPPERS

DRUG MART

STORE & SERVICES | PHARMACY + ONLINE PRESCRIPTION REFILLS + FLU VACCINATIONS

MIKE’S AUTOBODY

309 West Gore Street
151 Frederica St West - (807) 475-7337 « M-F 8am - 6pm | Sat 9am - 5:30pm | Sun 10am - 4pm (807) 577-9489




THUNDER BAY BUSINESS AUGUST 2026

PAGE 15

HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, ATTRACTIONS, ACTIVITIES & MORE!

Richard Schutte D

BY SCOTT A. SUMNER
Great Outdoors

It was very impressive seeing 134 race
cars on the track with probably 1000 plus
fans for the meet the drivers event at
Thunder City Speedway for the Richard
Schutte Double Deuce night! Dirt track
racing in Rosslyn has become very popular
with thousands attending every week. The
number of drivers keeps growing including
attracting some from the US.

Brandon Copp, number 22 is from
Brule, Wisconsin about 4 hours from
Thunder Bay. He races A Mod and the car
is a MB Custom powered by a Vic Hill
spec engine. The chassis is built in
Wisconsin and the engine in Tennessee. It
is a 350 block and produces about 600 HP
plus.The car was new last year. Brandon is
also a union labourer for a construction
company in Superior. He has won 10 races
so far this year at various tracks

Why come up to Thunder Bay?

“ The people are awesome here, the track

is awesome and there are many friends we
have made here over the years. We could-
n’t come up during Covid but the last 3 or
4 years we have been coming up here.”

How do you win races?

“ The key is working harder than the guy
next to you, that is really what is comes
down to. The cars are built to turn left so
make sure you don’t turn right! We do
wreck once in a while, it’s part of the job.”

10
L}

Why do you like the sport?

“1 grew up in it, my dad raced for 35
years and the passion I have built up grow-
ing up around it. We will have some good
competition tonight with national champi-
ons Shane Sabraski and Dave Cain as well

FEATURING:

as the excellent local drivers.

Tyler Kostecki, Thunder Bay, number
36 He runs a TRC chassis out of Hibbing

and a Chubbs performance motor in the

Superstock class.

Get a FREE additional 8Ah battery with
the purchase of a battery lawn mower

VALUE OF $499

939 Tungsten Street
Thunder Bay, ON P7B 523

Phone: 807-623-5042
Email: annemarie@jandjsports.ca

YOUR GOLF RESOURCE\

ouble Deuce Night!

“1 do all the races here in Thunder Bay
and have been to Superior, Cedar Lake,
Rice lake and Ogilvy. I never get nervous
in these things, you are well protected
including with the Hans device.”

Tyler was 10th in the points before this
race night.
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SIOUX [.OOKOUT

Hub of the North
An Ideal Location for Your Business!

N
SERVING 29 %
NORTHERN

L COMMUNITIES

W _2WITRA o

M= POPULATION

_ OF 30,000

{
|

SIOUX LOOKOUT AIRPORT
[ (vXL) Hub Of Thhe North

Home to daily scheduled flights
from our friends at Wasaya,
Perimeter and North Star Air

Fast & Friendly Service
Short and Long Term Parking
Terminal Advertising Available

Airside and Groundside
Commercial and Industrial
Land for Lease

For more
information contact:

Ben Hancharuk,
Airport Manage

www.siouxlookout.ca
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Cumberland Revitalization Efforts Progress to Phase 2

The City of Thunder Bay’s newest
downtown revitalization project is
progressing to the next stage of
construction, requiring the closure
of Cumberland Street between Park
Avenue and Red River Road start-
ing Monday July 13. The section
of Cumberland Street between Park
Avenue and Pearl Street will remain
closed as crews work to completion
of Phase 1.

In alignment with Action A3 of the
City’s Smart Growth Action Plan to
revitalize the north core, the project
will introduce extended patio space,
decorative concrete, and landscap-
ing to the downtown area. The proj-
ect also includes replacement of
sanitary sewers and watermains.

Pedestrian access to local business-
es will be maintained throughout
construction.

The next phase will extend from
Red River Road to Van Norman
Street. The final phase, from Van
Norman Street to Tupper Street, is
expected to begin in 2027.

Residents and visitors are encour-
aged to visit thunderbay.ca/cumber-
land for project details, timelines,
and ongoing updates.

Our work with

Indigenous communities goes beyond
building infrastructure - we are committed to creating lasting
relationships based on respect, trust, and shared success.

Y Valard We value the power

A CQUANTA SERVICES COMPANY

of partnership.

)

valard.com




